~ Smyrna Baptist Church

IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

v Always

Abounding 1n
the Work of the Lord

1 Corinthians 15:58

Rev. Jason T. Hartig
June 24, 2007



http://www.mysmyrna.org/

Always Abounding in the Work of the Lord 1 Corinthians 15:58

There's coming a day—it's not too far off—There's coming a day when every man and woman—every
one--will stand before the God. There's coming a day when all who havedied will be raised bodily from
death. On that day, the secrets of men's hearts will be revealed. The hidden things and the forgotten things
will be revealed and remembered before the Lord.

Some people object to the idea of the resurrection. They say there is no resurrection. You can object to the
law of gravity all you want, but when you jump off the edge of the grand canyon you'll find out there's
something that has overridden your objection. You say, “I don't believe you, preacher.” You need not
believe me, but listen to the Scriptures. John, speaking in Revelation 20, says,

“And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened.
Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what
was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who
were in it, Death and hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each
one of them, according to what they had done.”

It is a fearful scene described there. It is recorded in those books what you have done. All we thought we
had done in secret is there in that book. If that thought gives you pause today, consider the verse that
follows those: “And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the
lake of fire” (Revelation 20:15).

Or have you not read Romans 14:10-12, “For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is
written, 'As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.' So
then each of us will give an account of himself to God.” Ecclesiastes 12:14 says, “For God will bring
every deed into judgment, with every secret thing, whether good or evil.” Yes, there is a resurrection. The
Scriptures bear witness to it. It is the resurrection of Jesus Christ that assures the resurrection of the rest.
Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11). If there is no resurrection, then Christ wasn't
resurrected. If Christ isn't resurrected, then we are without hope and you will indeed die in your sirs.

Is it that you DO not believe in the resurrection and the day of judgment? Or is it that you do not WISH
to believe in the resurrection and the day of judgment? Could it be that your trembling heart has deceived
you so that you do not dread that day? In your heart you know it to be so. You must, therefore, be certain
that you arrive at that day suited and ready! Do not listen to the feeble pandering of your evil heart at this
point. You are already trying to apply a salve to a wounded conscience. Your heart will tell you, “I am
ready for that day.” Are you? You say, “I...I've been a good person. I keep the ten commandments.” Have
you?

There is coming a day. Let's put your heart's confidence to the test. You say to yourself, “I'm a pretty
good person.” Let's take a ten question examination. Let's look briefly at the ten commandments to see
how many you have kept.

Have taken God as your joy, delight and life with no one before or besides Him? Isn't it true that you have
lived by your own standards and your own way and served Him as only as it was convenient. Jesus said,
“I do only what I see the Father doing.” “The words I speak are those my Father has given me.” He kept
the command. Have you kept it as Jesus did. There you are condemned already. And I've only begun the
ten commandments. There is coming a day.

Surely, your heart contests, “I have kept the second commandment. I am not an idolater.”

“You shall not make for yourselves an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the
earth beneath orin the waters below. You shall not bow down to them or worship them.”
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You, therefore, say you serve God as God, and no other allegiance holds you. Yet, you cannot drag
yourself out of bed on Sunday to worship him. The Bible calls covetousness or greed, “idolatry”: “Put to
death what is earthly in you: ...impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness which is idolatry.”
(Colossians 3:5). Have you not kept as your own that which belongs to God? What have you done
without that God's house may be full and that the tithe may be met? Your idolatrous heart still exclaims I
am innocent. Listen therefore to your conscience and not your heart. Jobs, hobbies, money, sex, luxury,
pleasure, drugs, alcohol: Each may become an idol. When they have taken our attention from God and
drained our energy or will to serve Him, they have become our idol. There is coming a Day!

Twice you are condemned, and we've seen only two commandments. Yet, your heart, always deceptive,
tells you you have kept the third, “I have not taken God's name in vain.” Let me quickly dispense of this.
For your heart cannot defend you. You hear some surprising news or stub your toe. Out of your mouth
come the words, “Oh 'blank."”” You have just as easily finished that sentence with the name of Almighty
God as with words for human excrement. You exclaim using God's name. If confronted about it, you
would say, “Oh, I didn't MEAN anything by it. It's just an expression.” You condemn yourself. That is the
very definition of “vain”: that which is devoid or empty of meaning. Shall I continue, or has your heart
been convinced? Third commandment concludes, “for the LORD will not hold guiltless anyone who
misuses his name.” There is coming a Day!

Remember the Sabbath to keep it holy. Do you set apart a day from other days to keep it holy. Do you
guard that day and serve the Lord in it with rest and reverence. Can you spare an hour to join with God's
people on Sunday morning and Sunday evening. Can you draw yourself away from the television one
hour Wednesday night to pray and study the Scriptures with your brothers. “Do not forsake the gathering
of yourselves together” the Scriptures command. And there is coming a Day.

Honor your father and mother. Dear old, Mom. “I love her. I honor her.” Do you? Did you? Was it dear
old mom who taught you to break the first four commandments? Is that how you honor her? What would
dad do if he caught you in a lie, breaking curfew. Who here has lied? Who's mother here condones your
lying? There is coming a Day.

Your heart still gasps: “I have never murdered anyone.” Are you still clinging to your own righteousness,
which the prophet Isaiah rightly calls, “filthy rags.” Have you not hated, been angry, held malice in your
heart for another before the Lord. Why indeed does the Scripture say that the Lord judges the “thoughts
and intentions of the heart”?

“He who planted the ear, does he not hear? He who formed the eye, does he not see? He who
disciplines the nations, does he not rebuke? He who teaches man knowledge—the LORD—
knows the thoughts of man...” (Psalm 94:9-10).

Have you never murdered? Thank God. Yet consider what Jesus sad:

“You have heard that it was said to the people long ago do not murder, and everyone who
murders is subject to judgment...but I say to you everyone who is angry with his brother will
be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever
says to his brother, 'you fool' will be liable to the hell offire.” (Matthew 5:21-22).

There is coming a Day. “The day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away
with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are
done on it will be exposed” (1 Peter 3:10).
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“Do not commit adultery.” How many are indeed guilty at this point in very fact! Sexual promiscuity is
common. God loves fidelity in our relationships, most of all in marriage. Yet, you have violated this
command. “But I never...” says your heart. Have you not realized that God looks at the inward parts?
Jesus said, “But I say to you everyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery
with her in his heart.” Matthew 6:28. Let your conscience tell you. Better yet, listen to the Spirit of God
who convicts you of “sin, righteousness, and judgment,” because there is Coming a Day!

Have you ever taken that which is not yours? Yes? But you keep God's commandments, don't you? You
have nothing to fear on the Day of Judgment, do you? Sinner, has your heart stopped its foolish
muttering? Why are you not already at the altar begging God's mercy? God has given us work by which
to earn our needs, but the lottery and gambling continue to make governments and casinos rich and the
poor and the fool-hearted bankrupt. Do you desire that for which you have not worked? Will you seek to
short- circuit God wisdom. You are eight for eight. No wonder you say there is no resurrection and there
is no judgment! Because you are ““storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath” (Romans 4:2). There
IS coming a Day!

Have you lied? Have you gossiped? Have you told what you know to be less than honest? Yet, God
commands, “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” Your heart has given up defending
itself. Will you not most readily confess? You have violated God's commands. You have not kept one of
the ten commandments! Shall God on that Day exonerate you because you trifled with kindness? No
indeed:

“But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who
practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars--their place will be in the fiery lake of burning
sulfur. This is the second death” (Revelation 21:8).

“Do not be fooled. God cannot be mocked as a man sows, so shall he reap.” And there is coming a Day.

“You shall not covet.” No sin begins by itself apart. To covet is the root of most sin. “For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and
pierced themselves with many griefs” (1 Timothy 6:10). “But each one is tempted when, by his own evil
desire, he is dragged awayand enticed” (James 1:14). You know that Day Approaches.

If I, a humble preacher, can point out your condemnation in these few minutes, how will you stand on
that Day when the Judge, the Everlasting King of Kings calls you to answer? If I have searched your
hearts from afar, how much more Him who knows your every thought. Even Jesus Himself confirmed, “I
tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word they speak, for by your
words you will be justified and by your words you wil be condemned” (Matthew 12:36).

You, who only a few minutes ago were ready to deny the resurrection, must now understand: It is only by
resurrection that you have anyhope at all on that day. Look in your Bible at1 Corinthians 15: 12-20:

Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no
resurrection of the dead?...And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in
vain...And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then
those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life only we have hoped in
Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from the
dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

This Jesus gave himself as a ransom for your sin. He died upon a cross because your sentence was death.



Always Abounding in the Work of the Lord 1 Corinthians 15:58

He died so that you might not. He was raised from the dead; resurrected by the power of God, for your
justification. Repent, sinner and be spared from the day of wrath. There is a day coming. Will you stand
there naked in the filth of your sin, or washed in the blood of Jesus and clothed in the righteousness of
Christ? Confess before God your sin, believe and trust the Savior, and acknowledge Him publicly. For the
Scriptures joyfully declare:

...if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heartthat God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved...For the Scripture says, 'Everyone who believes in him
will not be put to shame..Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

Do it now sinner. Do not delay. Do not wait. For “today is the day of salvation” and “Today, if you hear
his voice do not harden your hearts.” Today Jesus invites you to make Him your Lord. For he says of
you: “Come follow me.”

In 1 Corinthians 15, the apostle of Christ discusses for the first fifty-seven verses the resurrection of
Christ and the resurrection of those who have trusted him. Precious and wonderful is the resurrection
promised to those whose sins have been forgiven. They will receive a body enlivened by the Spirit that is
free from corruption and sin. He concludes that discussion of by declaring Christ's victory over death:
“But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Now church I have preached the gospel with my most earnest effort. But look around. How many who
may have been saved today by the preaching ofGod's word were here to hear it?

Now I don't care if I preach to some empty pews, but may I never preach to empty people.

Dear church, we are in a situation currently within our church, that calls us to pay attention to God. He's
trying to get our attention. If you attended our last business meeting, you heard that our financial situation
is not good. Wednesday we called the church to pray because whether we end the month in the red
depends upon todays offering. But we do not have a financial problem. We are not giving and tithing as
we can or should. That is only a symptom. Like a fever or a cough is not a disease but a symptom to your
body. Our attendance is not where we hoped it would be by this time. But that is not our issue. We are not
reaching the lost with the saving message of Christ. Even this is only a symptom. We have a spiritual
problem. We have grown content, maybe prideful. We have coasted along, or perhaps drifted. Where we
find ourselves today is largely my responsibility.

As I have met with the deacons and the finance committee this week, I have told them that I believe I
have not led this congregation as well as I can. I have not pushed forward on the Objectives and Goals
that I laid before you in March. I have not been as diligent in visiting in your homes as I should. We have
not been effective in our out reach. For these I seek your forgiveness and God's. I will share tonight some
of the plans I have committed myself to.

We each must search our hearts. We all share some responsibility.

But this is no time to despair. It is no time to throw up our hands and quit. It is a time to acknowledge
honestly where each of us is spiritually. To repent of those things which have held us back, and to press
on to those things God is calling us to fulfill. At the end of 1 Corinthians 15, Paul draws a conclusion
based upon his discussion of the resurrection of Christ, the resurrection of the believers, and the judgment
to come. His words are God's message to us today.

“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of
the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 1 Corinthians 15:38
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Those words both convict and motivate me today. I have not been “steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord.” I confess it today. Have you been? Look back over this past year. Do
those words convict you as they do me?

Have we been steadfast? Have you shown a diligent consistency to the things of God and the work of the
Lord?

Have we been immovable? Haveyou let situations, circumstances, events, or people keep you from God's
work, God's people, or God's Word?

Have we been “always abounding in the work of the Lord”? Have you been abundantly serving and
working for the Lord? I have not and we have not.

Do not despair. God is still God. His mercy endures forever. He has not abandoned us. His promise is still
with us. We have seen much to celebrate: Most recently Joe was baptized. Tammy blessed us by her
rededication to Christ. We have added new members: Barbara, Angie, Tabitha, Julian and Barbara. We
have seen children baptized. We have added a Sunday School class for young adults. We have started our
youth program on Wednesdays. Our children's Team Kids on Wednesdays has been growing.

But there is more we must do. God's Word has been put aside; His offering, neglected; His altar, bare
though His Spirit convicts you; and His church, the building He gave to us, is yet not filled.

I urge you today. Consider God's Words. “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 1
Corinthians 15:38
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