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REAL RIGHTEOUSNESS

My children play baseball in our backyard. It is loosely based upon the rules of baseball that you are
familiar with, but because there are only three to play the game, they have come up with their own set of
rules for their game. The rules are not altogether set in stone, though. As they encounter new situations,
they occasionally have to decide on a new rule. My son, the youngest, uses this to his advantage. If
something happens that may cause him to get behind, he loudly declares a new rule that should have been
recognized by his sisters before the play began. So if one of the girls hits the ball too far, for instance, he
says that there is an out of bounds line and the ball cannot pass that line or the batter has to stop running.
Usually, this will bring a halt to the entire game until the matter is sorted out.

It's hard to play a game where the rules are changing. It takes time to appropriate a new set of rules when
you have been playing under another set of rules. Chapter six of the book of Romans opens a new course
of teaching in Paul's letter. He had previously taught about sin, judgment, and justification. Chapters six,
seven, and eight address the subject of the Christian life.

If you can understand and appropriate the truths of these three chapters into your life, you will be moved
far along in your sanctification. You will go beyond the unending cycle of self-effort, disappointment,
guilt and self-condemnation, and renewed efforts of the flesh. You will learn to walk in the real
righteousness of Jesus Christ, and to put to death sin nature that had controlled you prior to your
conversion by faith through the grace of God.

Law and Grace

Chapter six of Romans brings into focus a new “set of rules” or maybe more properly a “new authority”
regarding the Christian's life. For the first five chapters, Paul has hammered away at the fact that all
people are naturally under the authority of sin and its consequence, death. This sin nature entered the
human race with the sin of the first man and has since infected everyone else. With the giving of the Law,
sin has been known and its guilt inexcusable. Likewise, Jesus Christ introduced righteousness back into
the human nature by his obedience:

For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also
through the obedience ofthe one man the many will be made righteous (Romans 5:19).

Therefore, two twin powers are contrasted: sin and law which resut in death, and grace and righteousness
which result in eternal life:

20 The law was added so that the trespass might increase.But where sin increased, grace
increased all the more, 21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign
through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Chrigt our Lord (Romans 5:20-21).

Christ has introduced a new “rule” into the lives of His disciples. Now we live under the rule of grace
which brings real righteousness into our lives through Jesus Christ.

Previously, we were under the Law. “The law was added so that the trespass might increase.” This does
not imply that the law causes sin, nor that the law is given to produce sin in us. Rather, this expresses the
function of the law of God upon the human heart. The law convicts of sin and the law condemns sin. In
this since, the “guiltiness of sin” is increased. The awareness and acuteness of sin is increased. The
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“trespass” is greater.

Think, for example, of two scenarios. First, a person is driving along a road at fifty miles per hour. He
thinks that the speed limit is fifty-five and sees no sign to alert him otherwise. The road sign that
indicates the actual speed limit has been knocked down. When the driver is pulled over, he is informed
that the speed limit is actually forty-miles-an hour. He has, in fact, violated the law, but only unwittingly
and unintentionally. The officer is aware that the sign is down and lets him go. A second driver is driving
along another road at fifty miles per hour. He passes sign after sign alerting him to the fact that the speed
limit is forty-miles-per-hour. When he is pulled over, he is ticketed. His trespass is increased by the
posting of the sign. The law is the posting of God's standard. “For sin indeed was in the world before the
law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law” (Romans 5:13, ESV).When we sin with
knowledge of the law, “trespass” is increased. Our guilt is undeniable. So, too, is the grace by which our
guilt and sin is justified.

The Resurrection Life: Dead to the Old, Alive to the New

1 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no
means! We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? (Romans 6:1-2).

The authoritative, controlling force in the life of the unredeemed is sin, aggravated by his knowledge of
God's Law. Into the midst of our sin ravaged guiltiness, God introduced the grace brought forth in Christ
Jesus. This is grace which covers and takes away our sin. This is grace sufficient to the needs of our lives.
Some may erroneously and wickedly reason thus: “Sin is judged by the cross. Grace enters in to cover
every sin. Grace is good and abounds where there is sin. Therefore, we should sin to receive more grace.”
Paul exclaims, “By no means!” How foolish! Should we smash our fingers with a hammer that we may
enjoy the freedom from pain when it is healed? “We died to sin.” The active force of our unbelieving
lives was sin. Sin worked death in us. With the entrance of life, Jesus Christ, we died to sin. Our nature--
the animating force of our lives--changed. We now live by faith according to the powerof grace.

No longer are we under the controlling force of sin. We are dead to that controlling force. We have a new
controlling force in our lives: the righteousness of God given to us n Jesus Christ.

In three pictures, Paul seeks to secure this idea in the mind of the reader: First, by way of the picture of
burial and resurrection; secondly, under the image of a slave and a master; thirdly, in analogy to the bond
of a marriage.

These three pictures presented here in chapter six and in the beginning of chapter seven serve to illustrate
Paul's main idea: Believers have been really, spiritually released from the bondage of sin and have been
granted a very real power of righteousness.

3 Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his
death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in orderthat, just as
Christ was raised fromthe dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life
(Romans 6:3-4).

Here Paul speaks of our union with Jesus Christ. If Jesus died for us, then we in a spiritual way died with
Him. When we are joined to Christ, our sin nature is joined to his death. We were “buried with him
through baptism into death.” This is our union with Christ Jesus. We are joined to him. Our baptism
signifies our faith in His death AND His resurrection. Without His death His resurrection is both
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impossible and meaningless. He was raised from death. He died and was raised again. So too, our eternal
life—the resurrection life—means nothing without a death in us. The soul of the disciple is joined to both
Christ's death AND His resurrection. We die with him to the law and to sin. We are raised to life and
righteousness by His Spirit. We do not merely die to sin. We are not merely joined to Life. We put off the
power of sin and death; we take on the power of life and righteousness. “Just as Christ was raised from
the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” Paul expresses it like this in
Galatians 2:20:

“I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.”

THINKAS YOU ARE

5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be unted with
him in his resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the
body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin-- 7 because
anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that
we will also live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he
cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin
once for all; but the life helives, he lives to God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves dead
to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.

Knowing precedes thinking. We must first know something to be true before we begin to think and act
upon it. For centuries men were bounded in their exploration of the world until they began to realize that
the earth is round, not flat. The knowledge that sailing westward would not bring one to the end of the
world but rather to the other side of the world opened an entirely new vista for exploration. The
knowledge that the world is round allowed the explorers to begin thinking differently and imagining
possibilities that those before them simply lacked because of their lack of knowledge. With knowledge,
thinking changed. Then when the thinking changed, so followed a remarkable set of achievements.

So too is it necessary that we receive accurate understanding about our new condition before God. As
believers in Jesus Christ, we have been brought into the possession of such treasures as we have only
begun to comprehend. I think that is why Paul made knowledge a subject of his intercession for the
church at Ephesus, “For this reason, because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love
toward all the saints, I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of him...” (Ephesians 1:15-17).

The Christian's life needs the wisdom and revelation of God to comprehend, process, and act upon what
we are and have been given in Christ. The first think that we must understand about ourselves is that “our
old self has been crucified with him.” Think of that. You are dead. Wait a minute? I'm not dead. The Bible
says you are dead. “But I'm not dead.” One of you is wrong.

The “old self” was crucified with him. You once lived apart from Christ. You were animated and
controlled by a force beyond yourself. That force was sin. You once were dominated by the force of sin.
When you believed upon Christ, you were “born again.” This second birth brought death to the old force
and brought life with the new animating force in your life—the Spirit of God. Know, first, that you have
died. That in you that was subject to the dominion of sin is dead. See verse eight, “Now if we died with
Christ, we believe we will also live with him.”
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Many Christians are still living as though we are dominated by sin and incapable of resisting its power.
That is old thinking. That is false thinking. That is demonic thinking. First, realize that upon the authority
of God's Word, you are dead to sin.

Secondly, you must appropriate that knowledge into your live. Watchman Nee in his book, The Normal
Christian Life highlights the next stage of this process of sanctification. First we know; second we
“consider.” “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” To consider
or count ourselves dead to sin meanswe believe what weknow and therefore act upon it.

Salvation has changed the rule and dominion of your life. You are no longer under the rule and authority
of sin. You have been set free. You have been given freedom from sins domain. You are under the “law of
liberty” (James 1:25; 2:12). “You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free” (John 8:32). Jesus
spoke of your freedom, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. The slave does not
remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
Paul continues later in Romans, “For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free from the law of sin and
death” (Romans 8:2).

There is a Christian in China who was arrested by the government for refusing to join the government
church. He was given a life sentence. After several decades in prison, the government changed his status
from “unrepentant” to “repentant” meaning that he could go free. To show that he had not changed and
that his allegiance was to Christ only. He bought a small one room house as close to the prison as
possible and continued to live as a prisoner because of his faith. As noble as that intention may be for
him, many Christians continue to live as prisoners of sin, even though they have been released. Sin has
no inherent authority or power over you. Yet, many live as though it does.

OFFER YOURSEVES TO GOD

We must know that we have been set free; then, we are to count ourselves dead to sin. Then we may act
upon the righteousness of God and no longer on sin's demands:

12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortalbody so that you obey it evil desires. 13 Do
not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer
yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of
your body to him as instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin shall not be your master,
because you arenot under law, but under grace...17 But thanks be to God that, though you
used to be slaves to sin, you wholeheartedly obeyed the formof teaching to which you were
entrusted. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness...22
But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you
reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

We must offer ourselves to the Lord as instruments of his holiness and righteousness rather than
continuing to offer ourselves to sin. The Lord is our newmaster. The authority has changed n our
lives. We must stop thinking like the old man. We must resist the deception of the flesh that still
loves sin and act upon the truth, “For sin shall not be your master.”” You are God's. You are holy.
You are the recipient of arighteousness from God.
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